Orep and Livestoek Repertine Service Bulletin : 33

PART V
Crops

Major Crops

Because of the importance of livestock, dairy and poultry farming, a
major part of Skamania County's cropland is used for growing feed cropse. :
. About 73 percent of harvested cropland in 195L was used to grow hay and silage,
Most of this feed i used direetly on the farms or sold locally to livestock |
and dairy men, Clover and timothy mixtures grown for hay were the most common
crop with 615 acrss harvested in 195L4, The gecond ranking creps in acreage
were other hays including grasses and sweet clover, Fruits, nuts and grapes
were third, Other crops ranked in order of acreage importance were: alfalfa,
small grains for hay, wild hay, silage, berries, ocals, vetch or peas grown for
hay, wheat and asparagus, ' ’

Crop Trends

Oné of the major agricultural trends in Skamania County has been a de-
crease in harvested cropland, Only 2,7h0 acres of erops were harvested in 1954
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compared with 4,400 acres 4n 1939, Hay has declined most; the principal
reason {or thls being the decline in horses and mules but the sharp deeline
in farm nunbers since 1939 is also partly responsible, Small grains grown for
hay have declined from 900 acres in 1939 to 220 acres in 1954, Other hay
declined from 1,300 acres in 194k to 590 acres in 1954, Acreage devoted to
other minor crops in the county has generally decreased sinee 1939,

Hay and Silage Crops

Throughout the history of Skemania County the most important erop from
the acreage gtandpoint has been hay, Several different types of hay and silage
are grovn tubt timothy and clover mixtures have been the most popular crops in
recent jyears, During the 1940's clover and timothy mixtures declined frem 800
acres in 1540 to 420 acres in 1947 tut a new peak of 900 acres were reached in
1951, Acredge in recent years has fluctuated from 500 to 650 acres annuelly,
In 195k a total of 38 farms grew clover and timothy .mixtures for hay and about
one-fifth of the crop was sold in that year. Various grass and sweet olover
hays, classed by the Censue as other hay, have been a leading forage crop for
many years, During 1954 a total of 590 acres of other hay was harvested on 50
Skamanie County farms, Very little of this is produced for sale,

Table 16,=~ Clovar~Timothy and Alfalfa 'Hay
Acreage, Yield and Production
Skamanla County, 1939-1955

Clover and Timothy Hay 5 Alfalfa Hay

Year | Acreage ﬁ‘zi‘; Production | Acreage :&Z’ig Production

(acres) per acre) (tons) | (acres) | . acwe) | (bons) J
19391 750 1,5 1,100 Loo 2,0 goo
9k0( 800 1,5 1,220 450 2,0 900
1941 | 8oo 1oy 1,130 520 1.5 780
9h2 | 600 2,2 | 1,300 510 3.0 1,530
93y 600 | 1,9 1,140 560 1.5 8Lo
ashh |+ Lo 1,9 880 540 2,0 1,100
945 | Léo 1,5 690 . 530 | 2. - 1,100
1946 | 450 1.6 700 L50 2.0 900
L7 { k20 1.6 .. 670 k30 2.0 860
19481 500 | 1.7 850 160 205 1,150
1949 | 590 142 710 4oo | 1.5 600
1950} 600 1.1 660 . o 1.6 660
19511 900 2.4 2,120 1120 3,6 | 1,500
1952 | 600 1.5 "900 420 1.5 630
1953 600 1,2 720 ] LLo 1.5 660
1954 1 650 1,6 1,0k0 330 3.0 990
1955 500 09 k70 350 ) 850

Source: U.S.D.A,, AMS, Agric, Est, Divn.
State of Washington

Sme.11 grains were onca an important hay erop, Oter-900 acres of emall
grains were harvested for hay in 1939. The decreasing number of horses used
for work power contributed t¢ the decline in the productiocn of small grains
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for hay, About 220 acres of emall grains were cut for hay on 25 farms in 1954
with no sales of small grain hay reported,

- Alfalfa has become the third most important hay erop during recent years,
The acreage devoted to alfalfa has generally been less since the peak of 560
acres was reached in 1943, Thirty farms produced alfalfa on 320 acres in
195k, About one-fourth of the crop was sold, Wild hay is cub on a few farme
with acreage harvested varying from yea.r to year. During 19514 seven farms cub
120 acres of wild hay,

‘l‘he production of grass silage has increased in recen'b years. Although
the 1949 Census of Agriculture reported no Skamanis County farms producing
silage, there were 4 farms making silage in 195k, Silage was produced from
76 acres in that year, with 380 tons (green weight) being stored.

Oats, Other Small Grains and Corn

Production of small grains on a commercial basis is limited by tapographyg
. Oats is the most important grain crop grown in the valley lands, Oats lne ¢
creased rapidly in the early 1940's reaching a peak of 260 agres in 194k but
since that time the acreage has declined steadily., Six farms grew 55 acres

in 1954, Oats are generally grown for use on the home farm although as much
as one~half of the crop may.be sold to neighboring farms in some years,

Table 17.~ Bariey and Oatss Acreage, Yield and Production
‘ . Skamania County, 1939-1955

e e ]

Barley YOa*c,a
§) 8
Year | Acreage (buE;ZIg Production | Acreage (bu.‘;ﬁﬁa Production
. (acres) per acre) (bushels) | (acres) per acre) {bushels,)
1939 - - —— 70 340 | 2,380
1940 - e ~ 150 340 54100
1941 - -— 210 42,0 8,820
19k2 30 16,0 480 200 - 4640 19,200
wh3 1 - .30 15,0 k50 240 198 | 11,760
19l 20 12,0 2Lo 280 45.0 12,600
Whs| 20 19,0 380 190 36,0 | 6,840
- 19k6. 20 23,0 Léo 180" 38,0 6,840
14T 20 19,0 360 150 38,0 | '7,220
1948 30 22,0 660 200 27.0" | 5,400
1949 30 24,0 ~720 150 30,0 - | " Ly500
1950 20 26,0 520 170 30,0 5,100
1951 10 23,0 230 140 31,0 Ly 310
-1952 - o - 110 b2,0 Ly620
1953 | = - - 70 43,0 | 3,000 "
195L we } ee ~ 70 33.0 | 2,310
1985 o | e o 50 38,0 | 1,900
Source: U.S -DoAc’ AMS, Agric. Estimates DiViBion

State of Washington
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o & bmall acreage of. barley was.grown during the mid-194D's, but- very

1ittle has been produced in recent. years,..Field corn. production -deslined

throughout the 19L0's and ne corn has been reported during recent years.
Wheat .acreage, has, generally. varied from.20 to 30 acres. The crop generally is
used for feed or hay on the farme where it is grown, - - - S

‘i .. Tdble 18.% Whest and. Comn: . Acreage, Yicld and Production .
. w-.. ¢ w7 OSkemanis County, 1939-1956 ... . . . . -
All Whoat _ Eom_
Year| Acreage’ (bgfgtf "| Production | Acreage | '(b:z; i‘i’igé, | Production.
o (aeres§p er acre) .(bu_spels) (aéres) por aere) _,(buglhels)‘ .
1939 1130 {157 f b0 | 50 | ©33,0 1,650
1540 20 15,0 300 Cho | . 37.5 b . 1,500, .
1941 30 16,7 500 | .30 29,0 - 870 -
c a9kl 30 | 25,0 | 750 50 | 20,0 | 1,000
CFLNS R 20 I 30,60 U600 f L5001 26,0 | 1,300
(Il | <30~ 25,3 760 | 70§ 330 "y 2,310 .
SRR 30 0 21,0 .| 630 - 30 . 3.0 1,290
Agh6 1 30771 T 26,7 1 Boo Lo} 360 1 1,440
A9hT 2070 1 3050 | 600 ¢ 1 30 | 37,0 ] 1,130 .
L8 20771 30,0 0 600 | 30 35,0 350
19k9 70 13057 23150 10| 37s0 - | ;7370
1950 f* 1071 20,07 | 2000 17710 |, '33,0 330
1951 30 21,0 1 630 ° ‘10 38,0 38
L T M I O S B T I O . S
19531 20 I+ 2000 .1 Loo - e L e
19541 0 307 2L, j . 650 .| L e= S (RN L S
15T C 20 17:22,0 7 UMMO ] e | e T ad
1956772 10 ¢ {- 130 © 130 = - -
Vo.x Spuréer” U.S.D.AY, AMS, Agrie, Estimates Divisio
Deled T T *  Stabe of Washington -
vt 2! ’ »"-‘? . . , -. .- .
Borries.:nnd Vegetebles - - - Lo L
L L7 X S : - P ‘ .
Skagamia County is fot self-sufficient in the productior of berries. and

vegetablas, The gmall population, the topography and ths lack of fertile soil
needed .in the praduction of berries and vegetables on a commercial scale are
Umiting Pactorsy, Gommercial vegetables have declined since 1939, Nine acres
of asparagus represented the only commercisl vegetable producticn in the
county during 1954, About 160 Skamania County farms reported raising vegew
tableg for home usse in 1954, .. - a e e

Beriry: production has increased in-resent years aftar deolining during the
1940 8. - i total of 68 acres'of berries were harvested in 195k compared with
38 in 1939, StrawPerries are the most important berry crop with 35 acres
grown in' 195N followed by blatkberries- (19 acres)y ‘boysenberries (13 -aores)
ant-raspherries (1 acrs), | LT

P v L
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Table 19.~ Berry Creps: Acreage and Production
Skamania County, 1949=-1957

Yoar Strawberries | Red Raspberries | Boysenberries| Blackberries

Acres | Tons| Aowes | Tens Acres | Tons | AePes | Tons
1949 | 11 17 1 2 1 |2 | o
"1950 5 100 1 2 5 3 - ——
1951 5 | 10 1 2 5 5 | .5 5
1952 10 20 1 2 10 0 . 5| 5
19531 15 30 10 20 13 15 - 10 20
19541 20 50 15 35 13 20 20 3Q
19551 Ls 75 20 40 15 22 20 | 35
1956 { 35 35 30 70 15 25 5 5
1957 35| 70 30 {105 L 3 | 10| 3

Sources: U.S, Census, Agriculture
USDA, Agricultural Estimates Divn,

Tree Fruits, Nuts and Orapes

The sale of fruits, muts and berries is the most important source of ine
come in Skamapia County agriculture, Sales of these crops totaled $435,000
in 1954 which was S5 pervent of the total sales of agricultural products by
Skamania County farmers, During 1954 a total of 590 acres was devoted to “ree
fruits, nuts and grapes, Fruit is grown in the Columbia River lowlands, White
Salmon and Washougal Valleys,

Pears are the major commercial fruit crop of Skamanis County, the county
ran £ifth in the state, The number of bearing pear trees totaled 18,000
in 1954, Apples are the second ranking fruit orop, a total of 6,400 bearing
trees being reported on 70 farms in 1954, Plums and prunes are the other
important tree fruits., Over 2,000 bearing trees were enumerated in 195k,
Small numbers of cherry, peach, apricot, filbert and walmit trees are also
grown, Pears, apples, plume and prunes are the commercial fruit crops of
gkamania County. Other tree fruits and nuts and grapes are grown principally
"or home use,

Census enumerations since 1939 have indicated a decrease in total fruit
and nut trees., Three major fruit crops have maintained their respective
positions since that time, However, the total number of pear trees has in.
orossed by 1,000 since 1939 while apple and plums and prunes have decreased by
10,000 and 6,000 trees, respectively, Abandorment of farms and the freezing
weather of 1950 and 1955 are largely responsible for the decline,



